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From the Editors — «Underclass» (C.R.) 


In an episode of the American television series Life Goes On, shown in Poland 
over ten years ago, one could see a scene in which a happy father of family 
living in suburban Chicago takes out the garbage and suddenly sees a silhouette 
of someone rummaging the garbage bins for food. Both men look at each other 
and realize that they were together in college. In the ensuing conversation, the 
one who was just a moment ago rummaging the garbage says that until not long 
ago he lived a happy life: he owned a company, had a family, a house and a car, 
and enjoyed his part in the “American dream.” Then, suddenly, he lost everything. 
The other one, looking at his interlocutor, realizes: Tomorrow it can be me, the 
dividing line between his situation and mine is not very strong, neither is it set 
once and forever. 

Only a few decades ago, here in Poland, we would not even consider that the 
relatively wealthy people in the West may be filled with such anxieties. We had 
other problems. With the exception of a tiny minority of those who became servile 
to the communist regime and thus enjoyed some privilleges, Poles demonstrated 
solidarity against the totalitarian system and while sharing their plight, they re- 
mained people of limited means, although one could hardly say that they were 
poverty stricken. Even Card. Stefan Wyszyński, the Primate of Poland, once, 
during a trip abroad, interviewed about the poverty in Poland, distanced himself 
from such an approach to this issue: “There is enough bread for everyone,” he 
replied to the question from a Western journalist. Indeed, the most overwhelm- 
ing was not the fear of poverty, but rather the lack of perspectives for the future, 
such as no possibility for a young couple to have an apartment of their own. 
Today, the situation has changed, apartments have become available, but to- 
gether with this change a new anxiety has appeared: Will I be able to pay the 
mortgage? Will the economic situation not worsen? The anxiety suffered by the 
American father of family in the mentioned television series has in a way be- 
come also ours. 

A volunteer working for a charity project to provide aid for the poor in Poland 
was lately speaking in public about her observations: when you visit the needy 
in their homes, you may not even notice their poverty. Everything looks normal, 
there is even a new television set, usually bought on instalments before the eco- 
nomic situation changed. But the situation did change. Once the man lost his job, 
paying the monthly debit to the bank and the rent has become beyond the financial 
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possibilities of the family. While things may still look more or less the way they 
looked before, the children can already feel the anxiety of their parents. It is 
embarrassing for these people that their poverty is «invisible,» while they in- 
deed need help. The worst thing though is their fear of the future and of their 
continuing dependence on the aid provided by charity organizations. 

The English word «underclass» denotes all those in a welfare society who can- 
not find a place for themselves within the system, who do not have acces to the 
labor market, and thus do not partake of numerous material goods, eduaction or 
culture, and remain dependent on social aid. Being part of the underclass denotes 
being outside the network of relations and institutions in which the so-called 
normal majority of citizens functions. Moreover, the more developed a given 
society is and the better it is organized, the more acutely poverty and exclusion, 
as well as being part of the underclass, are experienced by those whom they 
affect. It is probably no coincidence that in the societies that are most highly 
developed in the civilizational sense one can see no beggars or homeless people 
in the streets, but the suicide rate there is very high. 

The current volume of Ethos is devoted to the problems of poverty today. And 
«today» means at the time of an economic crisis engulfing the entire Europe, 
including Poland, and the world as such. For many of us, its first manifestation 
is the feeling of uncertainty, the fear of tomorrow and the threat that all of a sudden 
we may become part of the underclass. Thus the volume opens with an extract 
from the address Pope John Paul II delivered to the poor of the Brazilian favelas 
in 1980, in which he expressed the evangelical solidarity of the Church and the 
Pope with the poor, while simultaneously stressing that poverty is not God's 
will. It can be so onły in situations when, for an important reason (for the Kingdom 
of God), a human being chooses modest forms of life, for instance religious 
poverty. In this context, it is worthwhile paying attention to the article contrib- 
uted by Bernard Sawicki, OSB, abbot in the Benedictine Abbey in Tyniec, who 
confronts the ideal of religious poverty with the demands of market economy, 
in the context of which religious congregations must live today. 

Yet poverty as a chosen life style by means of which a human being aims at his 
or her personal fulfillment, renouncing some goods in order to accomplish and 
multiply others, dramatically differs from the kind of poverty that cuts a human 
persons away not only from material goods, but also from those that are crucial 
to their personal, social and civic fulfillment. In this context, we recommend 
the article by Card. Reinhard Marx from Munich, author of the famed book Das 
Kapital: Ein Plädoyer fiir den Menschen’, who addresses the issue of poverty in 
a welfare state, a problem which after a long time has «knocked at the door» of 
the affluent German state. 

While today’s crisis is strictly bound to the problems of financial institutions, 
the key issue for an average human person who fears falling into poverty is that 
of labor. Precisely this theme is undertaken in Ethos by Flavio Felice, who explains 
why work still has the fundamental significance for the growth of the human 
person. Another important problem is approached by Gerald J. Beyer, who while 
describing the role of Catholic universities in Poland and in the United States, 
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points to the significance of the access to education for overcoming poverty and 
remaining secure from it. It is noteworthy that while preparing his contribution 
for Ethos, this American author thoroughly studied the economic situation of Polish 
students, in particular of those coming from poor backgrounds. 

Yet the authors of the current volume by no means disregarded the issues which 
directly concern the cirisis of financial institutions and financial markets recur- 
ring within the last years. Even if we acknowledge that ethical considerations 
concerning the economic issues are not at all easy, as they are susceptible to 
simplification and moralizing, it does not mean that they should be completely 
abandoned. Apparently, the authors of the current volume have succeeded in 
escaping the trap of simplification and hasty instruction. Thus it is worthwhile 
focusing the attention on the analyses and conclusions put forward by Wilfried 
Ver Eecke and Jakub Kuriata. 

In the current volume, the readers willl also find a section of articles focused on 
the social teaching of the Catholic Church, in particular of the teaching Pope 
Benedict XVI offered in his encyclical Caritas in Veritate. The common denomina- 
tor of the articles included in that section is that their authors stress, as does the 
Pope, on the one hand the global nature of the relations and dependencies ob- 
taining in today’s world between individuals and societies, and on the other the 
postulate to return to the anthropological and moral foundations of social life, 
without which all the strategies of overcoming the crisis may only have short-term 
effects. An interesting and inspiring addition to this last postulate is the article 
by Agnieszka Lekka-Kowalik, who proposes a philosophical foundation of the 
research on poverty and the strategies to overcome it. 

It is certainly impossible to describe or analyze the many complex phenomena 
covered by the title “Poverty Today.” The editors of Ethos have been fully 
aware of this fact and they consider the articles submitted to their rearders mere- 
ly as a voice in a broader debate; they are also aware that the conclusions pro- 
posed by the authors may raise further questions. Indeed, the issue which is sub- 
ject to the debate in the current volume is not unchanging; on the contrary, it 
constantly evolves and depends on numerous factors which are not infrequently 
difficult to grasp. Moreover, even if the discussion in question is continued on 
the level of theory, its conclusions are ultimately of practical nature and their 
purpose is to determine how to give a helping hand to those who are underclass, 
as well as to those who fear such a prospect. Throughout the debate, however, 
we must not forget that Poland is the country where solidarity once turned out 
the gate to freedom for all the citizens. 


Translated by Dorota Chabrajska 


JOHN PAUL II — “Blessed are the poor in spirit...” 


In his address to the poor inhabitants of the Favela Vidigal, Rio de Janeiro, de- 
livered during the apostolic travel to Brazil in 1980, the Holy Father John Paul II 
addressed the issue of poverty, which, he stressed, is not the will of God. 
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The Pope explicated the sense of the seven beatitudes, in particular of the for- 
mulation “Blessed are the poor in spirit” (Mt 5: 3), and referred that formulation 
to the others: “the clean of heart” (Mt 5: 8), “they who mourn” (Mt 5: 4), “they 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness” (Mt 5: 6), “the meek” (Mt 5: 5), “the 
peacemakers” (Mt 5: 9), “they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness” 
(Mt 5: 10), and “the merciful” (Mt 5: 7). The poor in spirit — he repeated — are 
those who are the most merciful, generous, magnanimous and noble. 

Christ’s words about the poor in spirit must not be understood as an encourage- 
ment to disregard social inequality or the entire social question. This question 
assumes a different shape in different times and has its specific dimension also 
in Brazil. In fact, Christ’s words about the poor in spirit uncover all these prob- 
lems to the world and they are a simultaneous warning for the rich: “But woe to 
you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. But woe to you who 
are filled now, for you will be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will 
grieve and weep. Woe to you when all speak well of you, for their ancestors 
treated the false prophets in this way” (Lk 6: 24-26). 

Everywhere in the world, also in Brazil, the Church wants to be the Church of 
the poor and to grasp the entire truth of Christ’s words, she wants to teach this 
truth and to act accordingly. She wants to teach the truth inherent in the beati- 
tudes to all: both to the rich and to the poor. Thus she offers encouragement to 
the poor, stressing that they are particularly close to God and to his Kingdom, 
and that while living in poverty, they must protect their human dignity and keep 
their hearts open to others. 

The Pope clearly said that the Church speaks to everyone. She is the universal 
Church, the Church of the Mystery of the Incarnation. She is not the Church of 
one social class or a caste, and she speaks only in the name of the truth in her 
possession. Yet the Church of the poor does not want to introduce tension among 
people. The struggle she wants to serve is the noble struggle for truth and jus- 
tice, for real good. Thus she declares solidarity with every human being. Fol- 
lowing her way, the Church does not want to serve any political elites, but ad- 
dress all the political, economic and social systems. She has her own language, 
which has its roots in the Gospel and she does not want to introduce into it any 
elements contrary to her message. She stresses that only a just society is a justi- 
fied one. A society which does not make the effort to be more just jeopardizes 
its own future. All of this is included in Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, in its 
one verse: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 


Summarized by Dorota Chabrajska 


Extract from the address delivered in Favela Vidigal in Rio de Janeiro on 2 July 
1980; source text: Jan Paweł II, “Błogosławieni ubodzy duchem,” in: Naucza- 
nie papieskie, ed. E. Weron, SAC, and A. Jaroch, SAC, vol. 3 (1980), part 2, 
Pallottinum, Poznari-Warszawa 1986, p. 12-16. 
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Abp. Celestino MIGLIORE — New Human Rights and the Dignity of the Human Person 


The paper analyzes new human rights, especially reproductive and sexual ones, 
in the light of the relevant pronouncements of John Paul II and Benedict XVI. 
The author claims that although in the changing historical and sociał conditions 
the list of human rights cannot be considered as definite, the proposal of every 
new right should be accompanied by reflexion on the concept of the human per- 
son presupposed by the right in question. New rights that disregard the social 
nature of man and promote individualism consitute a threat to the unity of the 
human person and to the stability of community bonds. 


Summarized by Patrycja Mikulska 


Keywords: new human rights, reproductive rights, sexual rights, John Paul II, 
Benedict XVI, social nature of man, the concept of the person, individualism 


Lecture delivered at the John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin on 18 May 2011. 


Contact: Nuncjatura Apostolska w Polsce, Aleja J.Ch. Szucha 12, postbox 163, 
00-582 Warsaw, Poland 

E-mail: nuncjatura © episkopat.pl 

Phone: +48 22 5969320 


Rav Daniel EPSTEIN — Jeremiah: A Cornered Prophet (trans. J. Grosfeld) 


Rav Daniel Epstein, Jewish philosopher, profound interpreter of the Torah and expert 
in the Talmud, takes the example of Jeremiah in order to describe the nature of the 
mission and the personal experience of a prophet. Jeremiah personifies and express- 
es the condition of the Jewish people and of their particular relation with God. 
According to the author, the characteristic features of the Jewish lot and of the 
Jewish history are lamentations and moaning. The fact of being chosen by God 
inevitably inflicts suffering: Jeremiah’s mission is like a burning fire. Suffering 
is first inflicted on him by his own people, as his mission is not welcome by 
them. He is mediator between God and the Israelites, as well as mediator be- 
tween the Israelites and God. 

Jeremiah attempts his own interpretation of the events and it is in their light that 
he can see more fully who God is. 

Epstein sees the Biblical story also in relation to the lives of the Jews in the 
present times. By drawing on the examples taken from his own life and from the 
life of his family, he gives special witness to the truth inherent in the Torah and in 
the Talmud. While showing the suffering of the Jewish people, he never confines 
himself to its description, but always perceives it in the context of hope. Against all 
appearances, Jeremiah is not a prophet of unhappiness, but a prophet of joy. 


Summarized by Jan Grosfeld 
Translated by Dorota Chabrajska 
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Keywords: Jeremiah, the mission of a prophet, suffering of the Jewish people, hope 


Contact: Matan Institute, 30 Rashbag Street, Jerusalem 91080, Israel 
E-mail: info © matan.org.il 

Phone: + 972 2 5944555 

http://www .matan.org.il/eng/about.asp?cat=2719 


Samuel GREGG - Catholic Social Teaching, Ressourcement and the Global Economy 
(trans. D. Chabrajska) 


Despite the 2008 financial crisis and the ensuing world recession, the integra- 
tion of the world’s economies is unlikely to falter significantly, especially as 
barriers to trade and exchange continued to diminish across the globe. This pa- 
per suggests that through a more thorough integration of the ressourcement 
method of renewing the Catholic Church through returning to the sources of 
Christian inspiration — most notably Sacred Scripture, Tradition, and the Church 
Fathers — Catholic social teaching can develop in ways that underline core Christian 
themes that are very relevant to economic globalization. With particular refer- 
ence to the first three encyclical letters of Benedict XVI — Deus Caritas Est 
(2005), Spe Salvi (2007), and Caritas in Veritate (2009) — the paper illustrates 
how through deeper reflection upon themes such as love and hope, Catholic 
social teaching is able to renew Catholic thinking about human flourishing and 
integral human development in a global economy, especially when it comes to 
themes such as justice and utopia. 


Keywords: basic moral goods, Benedict XVI, Catholic social teaching, econo- 
my, eschatology, globalization, hope, human flourishing, integral human devel- 
opment, justice, liberty, love, ressourcement, truth, utopia 


Contact: 161 Ottawa Ave. NW, Suite 301, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503, 
USA 

E-mail: sgregg © acton.org 

Phone: +1 616 454 3080 

http://www.acton.org/about/staff/samuel-gregg 


Jan GROSFELD — The Sources of Catholic Social Teaching 


The article comprises a presentation of the original sources of the aspects of the 
magisterium (and of the broader reflection of the Church) which are commonly 
known as social teaching. Briefly speaking, the ultimate source of the social 
teaching of the Church, as well as its inspiration, lies in the Good News itself, 
which, already in its essence, is addressed directly to the human person. 

The anthropological vision inherent in the Gospels and in the entire New Testa- 
ment must encourage the communitarian and social functioning of the human 
being, which is inscribed in the human nature itself. Thus this vision of the hu- 
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man person reaches deep into the existential condition, and unlike other ap- 
proaches, offers not only a diagnosis, but also a serious treatment of the plight 
human life involves. The recovery may be accomplished by means of following 
the way Jesus Christ had followed: it involves the realization of «who I am» 
(kenosis) and the experience of the unconditional love God offers. Only by fol- 
lowing this way, can human beings overcome the captivity resulting from their 
fear of death (St. Paul). Against the opinion of the world, to consider oneself 
weak, guilty and helpless is the only way that makes it possible to accept the 
grace of forgiveness, together with the love and omnipotence of God. Egoistic 
and individualistic attitudes prevent human beings from overcoming the circle 
of fear and impossibility. 

Today’s crisis of the Church, connected to the crisis of our civilization, pro- 
vides an opportunity to reach to the roots of the Christian faith — also to the 
Jewish ones — and to reformulate the mission of the Church in the radically new 
cultural situation. Poverty in spirit and witness to the personal and communal 
experience of the living God and Jesus Christ are conditions of the revitaliza- 
tion of the Church and simultaneously the way towards its renewal. 


Translated by Dorota Chabrajska 


Keywords: Catholic social teaching, Biblical anthropology, kenosis, roots of the 
Christian faith, Jewish roots of Christianity, renewal of the Church 


Contact: Katedra Współczesnej Myśli Społecznej Kościoła, Instytut Politologii, 
Uniwersytet Kardynała Stefana Wyszyńskiego, ul. Wóycickiego 1/3, building 
23, room 414, 01-938 Warsaw, Poland 

E-mail: ipQuksw.edu.pl 

Phone: +48 22 5696829 


Jerzy W. GAŁKOWSKI, Dominik STANNY — Globalization in the Teaching of John 
Paul II 


The objective of the article is to explore John Paul II’s attitude to the processes 
of globalization. While the Pope did not directly focus on the phenomenon of 
globalization as such, he referred to it in two of his addresses to the members of the 
Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences. On many other occasions though, John 
Paul II considered the problems related to globalization, in particular the issue 
of economic freedom, which, however, he would not associate specifically with 
globalization. 

Thus the authors attempt to reconstruct John Paul II’s attitude to globalization 
by means of an analysis of these aspects of his teaching which, in their opinion, 
prove significant in this field. 

John Paul II considered globalization an immediate result of the downfall of the 
communist system and perceived it, above all, in terms of broader circulation of 
people, capital and goods. He saw numerous positive sides of globalization and 
free market, in particular due to their efficiency in meeting human needs, generat- 
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ing material welfare and engendering independence, self-reliance and free ini- 
tiative in individuals. 

However, the Pope’s positive approach to globalization was accompanied by 
his insight into the potentially negative phenomena it may involve, such as 
strengthening social inequalities or devastation of the environment. While pointing 
to the threats globalization can pose, the Pope stressed that, as a phenomenon as 
such, it must not be considered a priori as good or bad. It will become either 
good or bad, depending on how human beings will shape it. 

John Paul II’s opinion on globalization has its ultimate justification in his an- 
thropological views, in which he stressed the primacy of the human person over 
objects or utalitarian values. 


Translated by Dorota Chabrajska 


Keywords: John Paul II’s social teaching, effects of globalization, free circula- 
tion, free market, capital circulation, the concept of the human being as person 


Contact: Department of Social and Political Ethics, Institute of Theoretical Philosophy, 
Faculty of Philosophy, John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Al. Rac- 
tawickie 14, 20-950 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: dstanny © kul.lublin.pl 


Cezary RITTER — Facing the Global Challenges: Remarks on Benedict XVT's Social 
Teaching 


Caritas in Veritate, the third encyclical of Benedict XVI, which he signed in 
2009, is simultaneously his first social encyclical. However, already in Deus 
caritas est of 2005, in particular in its second part, Benedict XVI addressed so- 
cial issues by showing love (caritas) as as crucial an aspect of the mission of the 
Church as preaching the Word, prayer or the Sacraments. While the theme of 
the social teaching of the Church is justice realized in its social dimension, the 
motivation for the commitment to social justice is provided precisely by love 
conceived of as caritas. Owing to the inseparable bond between love and truth, 
love can be considered as genuine expression of humanity and an element of 
fundamental significance in interpersonal relations. 

The proper functioning of free market institutions involves general public con- 
fidence which results from the proper application of commutative and distribu- 
tive justice. It is precisely a shortage of this kind of confidence that generates 
the present crisis. Economic activity requires that law be made by the legisla- 
tive authority thus clearly facing a moral task, namely, to foster justice. Also, 
the right proportions should be preserved between the political authority, the 
market and the rank-and-file initiatives. 

The issue of justice, which, until not long ago, was a problem of particular societies 
or nations, has now become global. This in turn engenders the need to help goods 
from poor regions enter world markets, to ensure the due pay for their producers, 
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and to assist the development of their professional skills and production tech- 
nologies. Such is the necessary condition of the development of poor regions. 
Problems of this kind must be approached by means of immediate response to 
their particular manifestations, by proposing and applying solutions that will meet 
particular human needs. Nevertheless, in order to eliminate hunger in the world, 
to ensure peace and the stability of the planet, it is necessary to design a scheme 
of global dvelopment. This task results from the demand to foster the common 
good of the humanity. 

The moral responsibility of the human being in the spheres of technology and 
ecology is a significant aspect of sustainable development and it involves aban- 
donment of the two extreme attitudes one may adopt in this respect: total lack of 
interference in the environment and abuse of this interference. 

The possibilities offered by modern biotechnology prompt the choice of one of the 
two categories of rationality: either of the one which opens the human reason to 
transcendence, or of that which confines the human reason to its immanence. In the 
face of the challenges the modern world poses, reason and faith must mutually 
support each other. It is important for the human being not to surrender to the 
technological mentality and to preserve the ability to respond freely to God's 
calling. 


Translated by Dorota Chabrajska 


Keywords: justice, love-caritas, market economy, development, ecology, glo- 
balization 


Contact: John Paul II Institute, Faculty of Philosophy, John Paul II Catholic 
University of Lublin, Al. Racławickie 14, 20-950 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: ethos @kul.lublin.pl 

Phone: +48 81 4453217 


Agnieszka LEKKA-KOWALIK — Philosophy: The Foundation of Research on Pover- 
ty and the Strategies to Overcome It 


The paper first analyzes various methodological aspects of the concept of pov- 
erty. It shows that this concept is multi-dimensional, syndromic, value-laden 
and theory-laden. In consequence, any attempt to measure poverty empirically 
or to construct any strategy to overcome it requires accepting a definition and 
some indices of poverty (concerning cither an individual, a group or a country). 
Such a choice should be justified if the empirical results and their follow-up 
social programs are not to be settled by political agreement of groups in power. 
It is then argued that a justification of the choice of this definition must be pro- 
vided by a philosophy and only by such a philosophy which allows us to show 
why poverty should be seen as evil, why poverty should be fought and why the 
«should» has a moral character. Classical philosophy of the Aristotelian-Tho- 
mistic tradition is indicated as the one which fulfills the specified conditions. 
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Keywords: definitions of poverty, indices of poverty, theory-ladenness of em- 
pirical concepts, value-ladenness of descriptive concepts, nature of human be- 
ing, poverty as evil, classical philosophy 


Contact: Chair of the Methodology of Sciences, Institute of Theoretical Philosophy, 
Faculty of Philosophy, John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Al. Racta- 
wickie 14, 20-950 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: alekka@kul.lublin.pl 
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Jakub KURIATA - Ethics: A Diet For Highly Leveraged Financial Markets 


Perhaps one of the most urgent concerns to be addressed today is the ethical 
dimension of the recent financial crisis. It is by no means an easy task given the 
characteristics of modern financial sector: excessive risk taking, highly lever- 
aged investment, technological change and globalisation. Moreover, in order to 
have a pertinent discussion about ethics in finance, we need to establish a com- 
mon philosophical ground to think about the role of financial markets in the 
society. There is a large consensus among the mainstream economists that the 
development of financial sector in a given area has a strong and positive impact 
on the economic growth. It is very often forgotten during the periods of finan- 
cial crisis when many people tend to think that financial markets create instabil- 
ity and are “parasitical” upon the real economic activity. 

To establish a link between ethics and economic theory, I propose the applica- 
tion of some elements of Aristotelian virtue ethics to the ethical judgment about 
financial markets. According to standard economics, allocation of available re- 
sources to their most productive uses and redistribution of risks are two main 
roles of financial markets. Through this channel financial intermediaries make a 
positive contribution to the economic growth. Against this backdrop, I argue that 
we should adopt a teleological approach. Financial markets should be judged 
by their ability to contribute to the human flourishing (eudaemonia) by performing 
their functions efficiently. As for Aristotle the definition of eudaemonia is to live 
according to certain virtues, market participants should also focus on exercising 
virtuous behaviour. Given that this is a long-term task, I for instance do not re- 
ject the advantages of adjusting financial regulations in order to tackle quickly 
the most urgent issues. 

In the second part I outline a simple framework to be applied in order to address 
the fact that financial markets require a multi-dimensional treatment called diet and 
consisting of: debate, incentives, education and targeting. In short, debate plus 
education are to promote virtuous behaviour among market participants and in- 
crease the awareness of the public opinion. Changing the structure of incentives 
within financial institutions is necessary to curb excessive risk taking and re- 
duce the leverage while proper targeting of financial products (according to the 
client’s needs but also to their understanding and capacity to manage risks) 
would help allocating properly risk and resources. 


Abstracts 355 


Keywords: ethics and economic theory, virtue ethics, incentives within finan- 
cial institutions, risk management, education 


The paper, in its English version, won the third edition of Ethics in Finance — 
Robin Cosgrove Prize 2011. The English version was published in Finance and 
the Common Good/Bien Commun, available from office @ obsfin.ch. 

See: http://www.robincosgroveprize.org/images/pdf/fbc-rcp-201 1-j-kuriata.pdf. 


Contact: John Paul II Institute, John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, 
Al. Ractawickie 14, 20-950 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: jakub.kuriata@sciences-po.org 

Phone: +48 81 4453217 


Gerald J. BEYER — Open the Doors to Everyone... Catholic Universities, Solidarity with the 
Poor, and the Right to Education in the American and Polish Context (trans. D. Chabrajska) 


Catholic social teaching posits the right to education of all people, including the 
poor. However, it is not exactly clear as to whether this includes access to higher 
education as a right. This article argues that Catholic social teaching’s understand- 
ing of the right to education must include access to higher education, especially 
for the economically marginalized, in knowledge-based societies such as the United 
States and Poland. Moreover, this article maintains that Roman Catholic colleges 
and universities must do all that they can to recruit, admit, and retain students from 
economically disadvantaged backgrounds in order to fulfill Catholic teaching on 
solidarity with the marginalized and the preferential option for the poor. 

First, the article discusses the right to education in international agreements and 
Catholic social teaching, highlighting Catholic social teaching’s emphasis on 
the importance of education in overcoming poverty and fostering the right to 
participation in the life of society. Relying on interdisciplinary perspectives, it 
also argues that in the United States and Poland the right to education must in- 
clude access to higher education, particularly for the economically marginalized, 
who have become increasingly excluded from it. The second part of the article 
presents empirical data concerning the socioeconomic background of students 
from selected Catholic colleges and universities in the U.S. and Poland. This 
data reveals that many Catholic institutions of higher learning have not had 
great success in providing access to education to students of lesser means, while 
others have done a better job of fulfilling this aspect of their mission as Catholic 
colleges and universities. In conclusion, the article suggests how Catholic insti- 
tutions might be able to progressively achieve this goal to a greater degree. 


Keywords: right to education, solidarity, Catholic higher education, poverty, 
preferential option for the poor, participation 


Significant portions of this article appeared as a lengthier report. The author thanks 
The Program for Research on Religion and Urban Civil Society at The University 
of Pennsylvania for a grant that funded this research report and for permission 
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to reprint it. I am also grateful for permission to reprint significant portions of 
Gerald J. Beyer, “Catholic Universities, Solidarity, and the Right to Education 
in the American Context,” Journal of Catholic Social Thought Vol. 7, No. 1 
(Winter 2010): 145-79. Portions of this article will also appear in Gerald J. Bey- 
er, “U.S. Catholic Higher Education: An Option for the Poor?,” U.S. Catholic. 


Contact: Department of Theology and Religious Studies, Saint Joseph’s Uni- 
versity, 5600 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19131, USA 

Phone: +1 610 660 1873 

Email: gbeyer@sju.edu 

http://www.sju.edu/~gbeyer 


Wilfried VER EECKE — A Threat to the “American Dream”: Economic and ethical reflec- 
tions on the Financial Crisis of 2007-2008 and the Subsequent Recession (trans. G. Dab- 
kowski) 


I start by summarizing the views of Keynes on recessions and of Schumpeter on eco- 
nomic growth. I then point out that recently some economists have taken 
a socio-political perspective in looking for causes for the financial crisis and the han- 
dling of the recession which followed the financial crisis. Such a socio-political per- 
spective introduces an ethical dimension in economic thinking. I then connect that 
ethical dimension of economic thinking to Musgrave’s ethical economic concept of 
merit goods and my own creation of merit good categories. Next, I contrast the Rein- 
hart/Rogoff view of the financial crisis with the one developed by Reich/Rajan. In my 
conclusion I then show how the Reich/Rajan approach makes use of seven of my elev- 
en merit good categories to clarify the 2007-2008 financial crisis and the subsequent 
recession. In doing so I am able to highlight the ethical dimension in the Reich/Rajan 
analysis of the recent financial crisis and the recession it caused. 


Keywords: recession, economic growth, financial crisis, merit goods, merit good 
categories, ethical dimension of ethical analyses 


I am grateful for the help received for writing this paper from Paul Duran, for- 
merly from the International Monetary Fund. 


Contact: Department of Philosophy, Georgetown University, 37th and O Streets, 
N.W., Washington D.C., USA 20057 
E-mail: veereckew @ georgetown.edu 


Flavio FELICE — Subjective Value of Work as a Key to Integral Development 
(trans. P. Mikulska) 


The author analyzes the question of poverty in the light of the Catholic Church’s 
social teaching, looking at its anthropological and theological foundations in 
the doctrine of the creation of man in the image of God and after his likeness. In 
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this context, drawing also on the ideas of Fr. Józef Tischner, the author shows 
that the appropriate concept of work as an expression of human freedom and 
creativity is one of the keys to the understanding of poverty as well as to finding 
ways to combat it. He stresses, on the one hand the necessity of establishing 
financial institutions accessible to the poor who through their work want to im- 
prove their economic status and, on the other, the crucial role of education in 
the ethics of entrepreurship, responsibility and creativity. 


Summarized by Patrycja Mikulska 


Keywords: work, poverty, man as image and likeness of God, social doctrine of 
the Catholic Church, freedom, creativity, ethics of entrepreneurship 


Contact: Pontificia Universita Lateranense, Piazza san Giovanni in Laterano n. 4, 
00120 Citta del Vaticano 

E-mail: felice © pul.it 

Phone: +39 06 69895690 


Bernard SAWICKI, OSB - Religious Poverty Facing Market Economy 


The article, starting with the canonical context of religious poverty, shows the 
perspectives of its understanding and implementation both in history and in the 
present day economic situation. The issue is related, on the one hand, to the way 
monasteries function in the current economic reality, and on the other, to the 
necessity to more precisely define theological concepts pertinent to economic 
life. The connection of monasteries to the external economic reality is growing 
stronger, which creates both opportunities and threats. Market, brand, manage- 
ment are only some areas potentially open to dialogue with spirituality through 
which they may be greatly enriched, introducing, in turn, new qualities to the 
life of our society, especially in the field of tradition or help to the needy. 


Translated by Patrycja Mikulska 
Keywords: religious poverty, Cannon Law, monastic rules, market economy 


Contact: Benedictine Abbey in Tyniec, ul. Benedyktyńska 37, 30-398 Kraków, 
Poland 

Phone: +48 12 6885 452 (450) 

E-mail: opat ©benedyktyni.pl 


Card. Reinhard MARX — Poverty in a Welfare Society? For Partnership-Like Involve- 
ment of the Churches and European Institutions in Overcoming Poverty in the Europe- 
an Union (trans. P. Mikulska) 


The article takes as its point of departure the actual poverty present in welfare 
societies of the European Union. Having described and evaluated the efforts 
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made in the field of overcoming poverty by the European institutions, especial- 
ly within the framework of the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social 
Exclusion, the article points to deficits in the measures adopted against poverty 
and exclusion, and to the definite areas where action should be taken. Combat- 
ing poverty is seen as one of the urgent tasks that must be undertaken in the 
coming years. Social justice must be included among the main goals of national 
and European policies. For Christians, special concern for the poor is a noble task. 
From its beginnings, the social doctrine of the Catholic Church has expressed 
an increasingly clear stand towards those issues, as it is manifested also in the 
Encyclical Caritas in veritate of Pope Benedict XVI, and is currently making 
an important contribution to overcoming poverty and exclusion. 


Translated by Patrycja Mikulska 


Keywords: poverty, exclusion, European Year for Combating Poverty and So- 
ciał Exclusion 2010, European Commision, Catholic Church, social doctrine of 
the Catholic Church, ComECE 


Contact: Postfach 33 03 60, 80063 Munich, Germany 
E-mail: ibroy ©eomuc.de 

Phone: +49 89 2137-0 
http://www.erzbistum-muenchen.de/Page000228.aspx 


Kazimierz S. OŻÓG — Modern Sculpture Seeking Narrow Means 


The article addresses the phenomena characteristic of modern sculpture which 
evoke the notions of narrow means and simplicity. They may involve applying 
almost banal or modest materials (as was the case with Arte Povera) or inspire 
humble and modest attitudes in thinking about artistic creation as such and in 
conceiving of the role of the artist (as was the case in minimalism). 

In the Polish context, the most interesting artist demonstrating such an approach 
to art was Władysław Hasior. His assemblages, in which he would use objects 
he accidentally came across, also casual objects and not infrequently junk, dem- 
onstrate an attempt at combining Pop-Art motifs with the ones characteristic of 
Arte Povera. His other ideas, such as different forms of sculpture, for instance 
those made of concrete whose casting moulds were enormous hollow spaces in 
the ground or plain air sculptures set on fire, manifest the artist's humility and 
casualness reflected in his work. 


Translated by Dorota Chabrajska 
Keywords: modern sculpture, minimalism, Arte Povera, Władysław Hasior 


Contact: Instytut Sztuki, Uniwersytet Opolski, ul. Bolesława Kominka 6, 45-035 
Opole, Poland 

E-mail: kozog © uni.opole.pl 

Phone: +48 77 4748039 
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Card. Karol WOJTYŁA — The Social Functions of Universities 


The author analyzes the relationship between the social function of universities 
and the mission of the Catholic Church by refering to the elementary social bond 
that constitutes university as such, i.e. the relationship emerging among the individ- 
uals who, in a community, pursue the truth. This relationship, and more precise- 
ly, respect for the interpersonal bond and for the value of truth, provides the founda- 
tion and justification for the principle of autonomy of universities, at the same time 
pointing to the Gospel. It is there, in the relationship between Teacher-Master and 
His disicples, that the author finds the roots of universities and their function. 
Especially Catholic universities participate in the mission of the Church in the 
way specific to a community in pursuit of truth, namely through dialogue. 


Summarized by Patrycja Mikulska 


Keywords: univeristy, Catholic Church, pursuit of truth, community, master- 
-disciple relationship, dialogue 


So-far unpublished lecture delivered at the Catholic University of Lublin on 27 April 
1968. Source: The typescript of the lecture comes from in the private archives 
of Fr. Tadeusz Styczeń, SDS, and is currently part of the library collection of 
the John Paul II Institute at the John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin. 


Agnieszka LEKKA-KOWALIK — Towards an «Open» Liberalism 


Review of Wilfried Ver Eecke’s Ethical Dimension of the Economy: Making 
Use of Hegel and the Concepts of Public and Merit Goods, Springer Verlag, 
Berlin-Heidelberg 2008. 


Contact: Chair of the Methodology of Sciences, Institute of Theoretical Philosophy, 
Faculty of Philosophy, John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Al. Racławic- 
kie 14, 20-950 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: alekka©kul.lublin.pl 

Phone: +48 81 4454044 

http://www .kul.lublin.pl/12832.html 


Maciej T. KOCIUBA — The World acording to the Baruya 


Review of Maurice Godelier' s Zagadka daru, trans. M. Hóffner, Wydawnict- 
wo Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego, Kraków 2011. 


Contact: Zakład Filozofii Kultury, Instytut Filozofii, Wydział Filozofii i Soc- 
jologii, Collegium Humanicum, Uniwersytet Marii Curie-Skłodowskiej, pl. Marii 
Curie-Skłodowskiej 4, 20-031 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: teodor@bacon.umcs.lublin.pl, teodor@ramzes.umcs.lublin.pl 
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Krzysztof POLIT — An «Anachronistic» Issue, and Yet a Burning One 


Fr. 


Review of Krzysztof Hubaczek’s Bóg a zło. Problematyka teodycealna w filozo- 
fii analitycznej, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Wrocławskiego, Wrocław 2011. 


Contact: Instytut Filozofii, Wydział Filozofii i Socjologii, Collegium Humani- 
cum, Uniwersytet Marii Curie-Skłodowskiej, pl. Marii Curie-Skłodowskiej 4, 
20-031 Lublin, Poland 
E-mail: ursz©interia.pl 


Wojciech DERLUKIEWICZ — In Defence of Community 


Review of Łukasz Dominiak's Wartość wspólnoty. O filozofii politycznej ko- 
munitaryzmu, Wydawnictwo Adam Marszałek, Toruń 2010. 


Contact: Department of Ethics, Institute of Theoretical Philosophy, Faculty of 
Philosophy, John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Al. Racławickie 14, 20-950 
Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: jacwiezQ© o2.pl 


Rafał CEKIERA — Pastoral Care «Out of a Suitcase» 


Review of Polscy migranci w Irlandii: wokół środowiska duszpasterstwa polonij- 
nego. Szkice teologiczne i społeczne, ed. M. Grubka and M. Lisak, Euro Nexus 
Publishing House-Wydawnictwo Esprit, Krak6w—Dublin 2010. 


Contact: John Paul II Institute, John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Al. Rac- 
ławickie 14, 20-950 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: rcekieraQ wp.pl 

Phone: +48 81 4453218 


Books Recommended by Ethos 


Małgorzata Łobacz, Wartość ubóstwa w urzeczywistnianiu się osoby, Wydawnic- 
two KUL, Lublin 2011. 

Gerald J. Beyer, Recovering Solidarity. Lessons from Poland's Unfinished Rev- 
olution, University of Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame 2011. 

Maciej Zięba, OP, Nieznane, niepewne, niebezpieczne? Szkic o Europie, Państ- 
wowy Instytut Wydawniczy, Warszawa 2011. 

Scriptores. Lublin — drogi wolności: Siła wolnego słowa (2009, No. 36), Janusz 
Krupski (2011, No. 38), Spotkania (2011, No. 39) 
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Fr. Maciej HUŁAS — Civil Society and Democracy 


Report on an international conference "The Role of the Civil Society: The Pub- 
lic Sphere as an Extrainstitutional Space for the Articulation of the Interests of 
the Civil Society,” KUL, Lublin, 29-30 March 2011. 


Contact: Chair of Catholic Social Thought and Socioeconomic Ethics, Institute 
of Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, John Paul II Catholic University of 
Lublin, Al. Racławickie 14, 20-950 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: mhulas©kul.lublin.pl 

Phone: +48 81 4453357 


Fr. Andrzej DOBRZYŃSKI — *Persist in this good work.” Thirty Years of the Activity 
of the John Paul II Foundation 


Contact: Ośrodek Dokumentacji i Studium Pontyfikatu Jana Pawła II, via Cas- 
sia 1200, 00189 Roma, Italy 
E-mail: adobrzynski © jp2doc.org 


Maria PLESKACZYŃSKA — Dimensions of Time 


Report on a conference “It Is TIME to Deal with It!,” KUL, Lublin, 19-20 No- 
vember 2010. 


Contact: Department of Applied Ethics, Institute of Philosophy, Faculty of Phi- 
losophy, John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Al. Racławickie 14, 
20-950 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: mpleskaczynska©student.kul.lublin.pl 

Phone: +48 81 4454382 


Wiesław SZUTA — Questions about the Human Person 


Report on an international conference "The Controversy over the Human Per- 
son in Modern Philosophy,” Ignatianum, Cracow, 12-13 April 2011. 


Contact: Zakład Nauk Społecznych i Humanistycznych, Wydział Nauk o Zdrowiu 
i Rekreacji, Wyższa Szkoła Medyczna, ul. Wojska Polskiego 6, 41-200 Sos- 
nowiec, Poland 

E-mail: szutaw © vp.pl 

Phone: +48 32 2911019 
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Maciej NOWAK - Bobkowski: A New Reading of His Output 


Report on a symposium on the 50th anniversary of the death of Andrzej Bobkows- 
ki, “A Reading of Bobkowski: A Step Further...” KUL, Kazimierz nad Wisłą, 
10 June 2011. 


Contact: Institute of Research on Religious Literature, Faculty of Humanities, 
John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Al. Racławickie 14, 20-950 Lublin, 
Poland 

E-mail: macnowak @kul.lublin.pl 

Phone: +48 81 5321139 

http://www.kul.lublin.pl/11337.html 


Piotr KALWIŃSKI — On Values and Valuation in Humanistic Education 


Report on a seminar “How to Assist Teachers in Communicating Values?,” 
KUL, Lublin, 8-9 March 2011. 


Contact: Department of Didactics of Literature and Polish Language, Institute 
of Polish Studies, Faculty of Humanities, John Paul II Catholic University of 
Lublin, Al. Ractawickie 14, 20-950 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: piotrekkalwinski © wp.pl 


Mirosława CHUDA — High-Class Poverty 
Feuilleton on the value of poverty and mendicant orders. 


Contact: John Paul II Institute, Faculty of Philosophy, John Paul II Catholic Uni- 
versity of Lublin, Al. Racławickie 14, 20-950 Lublin, Poland 

E-mail: ethos©kul.lublin.pl 

Phone: +48 81 4453218 


Cezary RITTER — A Bibliography of John Paul II’s and Benedict XVI’s Addresses to 
the Poor 


Contact: John Paul II Institute, Faculty of Philosophy, John Paul II Catholic Uni- 
versity of Lublin, Al. Racławickie 14, 20-950 Lublin, Poland 
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